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THE OBJECTIVE

the debate duel is designed to create a space for students 
to learn how to have a respectful debate. It encourages them 
to research and formulate their own opinion on a point, 
co�unicate that opinion calmly with someone who holds 
a di�erent opinion.

USING THIS PACK

there are 10 debate prompts in this pack for you to use in your 
cla�r�m debate duels.

each prompt includes a few example pros and cons to the 
argument if you wish to give students a starting point or a 
nudge as they discu�.

THE TOPICS

the debate topics vary in nature. 
we have coded them based on the 
subject they cover, to help you 
select the most a�ropriate one 
for your cla�.

SCH�L

ENVIRONMENT

SOCIETY



Should public transport be fr� for everyone?

SHOULD SCH�L UNIFORMS BE COMPULSORY?

should plastic bags be ba�ed in shops?

PROS:  helps the environment, makes transport a�ordable

conS:  WHO WOULD PAY FOR IT AND HOW?, PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
COMPANIES MIGHT SU�ER, TRANSPORT MIGHT BECOME 
OVERCROWDED.

PROS:  THEY CREATE A SENSE OF UNITY, THEY CAN COMBAT BU�YING, 
THEY MAKE STUDENTS EQUAL

CONS:  THEY STOP STUDENTS FROM EXPRE�ING THEMSELVES, 
UNIFORMS CAN BE EXPENSIVE
 

PROS:  IT HELPS THE ENVIRONMENT, IT MAKES A� SHOPS COMPLY

conS:  SOME PEOPLE FIND PLASTIC BAGS USEFUL, REUSABLE BAGS 
ARE MORE EXPENSIVE



should mobile phones be a�owed in sch�l?

SHOULD sch�l days be MADE longer?

should children be a�owed to vote in elections?

PROS:   students can contact parents, IT PREPARES THEM FOR 
THE REAL WORLD, THEY CAN BE USED FOR LEARNING

CONS:   THEY CAN BE A DISTRACTION, STUDENTS THAT CAN’T AFORD 
THEM MIGHT GET BU�IED

PROS:  MIGHT MAKE TERM TIME SHORTER, GIVES MORE TIME TO LEARN, 
MORE TIME TO SOCIALISE

conS:  LE� FAMILY TIME, CHILDREN CAN’T CONCENTRATE FOR SO 
LONG, expensive forsch�ls

PROS:   children should have a say in decisions that a�ect their 
future, it prepares them for adulth�d

conS:   voting is complicated, it makes them grow up t� fast



Should single-use plastic be ba�ed in the Uk?

SHOULD SCH�L UNIFORMS BE COMPULSORY?

should a� z�s in the world be closed down?

PROS:   it would reduce po�ution, it would save people money 
in the long term

conS:   it can be nece�ary for some f�ds or medicines, it 
would cause a lot of waste to start with, it might be 
expensive initia�y"

PROS:   children can become more independent, it sets them up
 for later in life

conS:   it distracts from core subjects, it ignores 
di�erences in lifestyles betw�n children

PROS:   animals belong in the wild, z�s don’t give Enough space 
for animals, some z�s mistreat animals

cons:  z�s protect endangered animals and provide people 
with jobs



should there be more sports in sch�l?

CREATe YOUR OWN...

CREATe YOUR OWN...

PROS:   it's a fun way to stay active, it’s a great form of team 
work, it expands children’s interests later in life

CONS:  not a� students enjoy sports, it might be expensive 
for sch�ls and families

PROS:  

conS:  

PROS:  

conS:  


